
1 Stick h e  with..* 

wondering what we were up m. Gary and 
Freddie have flown formtianin the past, 
so after the exchange &a fm words, we 
caught up to Fddie's Piw and proceeded to 
do three barrel rolls around hiiil, indid- 
ine;. about 120 knots. It was an unexpected, - 
b u t l l l ~ g t o  see. 

We split up, with Gay wying we were 
ofFto do a Lomcevak. Freddie took that as 
an invitatiw, and quickly tumbled the Pitb 
as we depmed. Again, a beautiful sight. 

Gary did some clearing turas* and 
then said we'd do a seatbh check He 
rolled it an its back, I didn't rnmave much, 
and we were ready. 

I've done a m b k  or two, but this 
was quite extraordinary. Lf my memory 
s e w s  me properly, I w s  thrown against 
the straps with nearly three negative Gs, 

. . . and Paul Lopez.. . and and I counted the horimn go by w e e  
times. As Cary had predicted, thetumbles 

Freddie Cabanas, were very tight and very quick - nothing 
at all S f  what you see in a bipiwe or an 

kind of. aluminum monoplane, When we recov- 
ered, Gary said, "Well, that's probably the 
most violent thing we'll do @day? Maybe. 

Story by Jeff Parnau Maybe not. 
Gary can orchestrate a mini &ow act 

S un'n Fun isn't the first show of the season, m the fly (pa intended], Havfng already 
but it's unofficially considered the annual flown with Paul, I w a bit more at ease and 
beginning of airshows in the contiguous capa!.de of looking at the little things - such 

48. This year, three MX2s were at the Florida TopXky W ~ r d i ~ n d h i ~ ~  MX.? (photo by)& FmnekgerI+ ashow mch s t ia  iriak~ to re&& fmun 
gathering - two in the airshow and one in the A~Io*:M~R T @ C ~ ~ O I I ~ ~ ~  arkM~flefrJ O n d P f d  a hme&ead, or how much etevator it 
display area. I got a ride in most of them! bein f iPMo fG~  mt4 ~YJ& ~ n e h d .  takes to pull & or GS. n e  

On airshow Thursday, Paul Lopez gave me my proved to be a mini-demomtmtbn~f mas- 
first inside (and upside down) look at this fantastic machine with a ride sive control authority In manyairphes, you learn to ldck the left (US.) 
in the factory demo. In addition to flying at airshows, Paul flies in the rudder at thetop while adding forward, right stick In (far example) a 
Advanced category of the International Aerobatic Club (IAC). He took f)e&n,yau might easaybe near the canbol stop for all three axes. 
me through shoulder rolls, tailslides, hammerheads, a demonstration of I watched the d d e r  pedals and the stick as we w e e  over the top. Each 
the MX2S 420-degree roll rate (wow!), and a little "hanging on the propn moved maybe m inch or two in anychxtion. If I h a d d t . ~  the air- 
(commonly called the Harrier Hover). p k e  swap &ectims, I w d d  not have & u e d  Gary was using enough 

The most bizarre ability of this aircraft has to do with the vertical i~~nml input to do much more than correct far aslight gust 
upline. 'The 380-hp engine, coupled with full-span ailerons, gives So if it takes only an in& or two of pull to go vertical or do a 
the aircraft vertical roll authority at zero airspeed. Paul said it would loop, imagine the aerodynamic effect when you sIam the stick in@ a 
probably be capable of a reverse torque roll, which might not impress corner to start a tumble. 
the general public, but would totally confuse a true aerobatic buff. Fbr the rest of our ride, C q  continued to improvise, &hawing 

Paul gave me the stick and rudders for a bit. Being a Skybolt me a noisy, buffe* flat spin, more verticaI  maneuver^, and that 
driver, I immediately and grossly over controlIed. When I finally strange-looking climb whereby the airplane is aimed straight up, but 
completed a 90 degree turn without banging my head on the canopy, tracking 30-degrees crff vertical. 
I gave the controls back to Paul, thank you. No daubs dai$Rer Chris Meyer, has come up with a winner with 

On Sunday, Gary Ward invited me to witness the MX2's tumbling the W, and Gary is one ofthe first few airshow pilots to see the 
ability. The two-place MX2 (that's what the "2" means) puts both pilot light (Greg Fae is anothe~ of cmse). Exped even more-imptessive 
and passenger behind the center of gravity, and Gary said that the more- performance when the IvES (single-place) arrives. Unfortunately, 
rearward center of gravity contributes to a tighter, faster tumble. But I probably won't g ~ t  a ride in one ofthose unless my l~ng-lost old, 
shortly after takeoff, we heard Freddie Cabanas on the discrete frequency, filthy-rich unde reads this. Uncle Wo, are you there? * 
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